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Introduction 
 
The outdoor space of the Megamas area is the today’s most popular ‘public open space’ in Manado, 
a secondary city in eastern Indonesia. Located at the biggest area in the Boulevard Commercial 
Project (BCP), public activities, various individuals and groups appropriations, and both spontaneous 
and organized events take place here everyday. The increasing popularity earned by this area today 
is partly due to the intervention of the profit interest of its private owners and the influence of its 
nearby shopping mall environment. Apart from these profit-oriented efforts, the constant 
appropriations by its various local users play a significant role in shaping the activities and public life 
in this outdoor space.  
 
Despite the popularity of this outdoor space, people rarely recognize that these activities actually 
take place in a vacant space whose prior construction plan is in suspension. Prior to the growing 
public activities in this vacant space, a plan to build this space for additional commercial buildings 
was already set up. However, the spontaneous appropriation of the local users manages to divert 
this predetermined plan. The private interest agenda of the project, the spontaneous agenda of the 
local users, and the spatial conditions of the site, are all involved in creating the dynamics in the 
process of appropriation of this outdoor area. It is the temporary uses and temporary appropriations 
of its local users that deliver its publicness character.  
 
While the spontaneous temporary uses and local appropriations shape various public activities in the 
outdoor vacant space of Megamas, the narration of ‘loss and lack of public space’ repeatedly 
illustrates the contemporary urban debates in Manado. The occupation of the open space along the 
beach area of this city for the land reclamation area of this project and the growing land speculation 
practices both in the adjacent neighborhoods and in the vacant space inside the BCP area itself are 
pointed out as the causes of the declining quantity of the public space of Manado. Moreover, the 
indoor commercial environment introduced by the shopping malls of the BCP is portrayed as 
  
‘encouraging socio-economic gaps’ and ‘threatening the provision of public space’.  Briefly speaking, 
the BCP is regarded as the cause of the declining public space quality.  
 
On the contrary, spontaneous local appropriations which take place both in the indoor and at the 
outdoor environment are rarely recognized as significant assets for the provision of public space by 
the decision makers of Manado.  Actual observation and analysis of the dynamic process of those 
appropriations have been rarely studied; neither have their capacity to bridge the needs of 
additional public space provision and the needs of commercial interest in profit. This is specifically 
the case with the Megamas in the BCP area. This paper aims at studying how the process of the local 
appropriations takes place, how these appropriations influence the existing commercial domination 
and how far these appropriations can influence and balance the incremental physical developments 
in the urban space of Manado.  
 
This paper, compiled by means of ethnographic observations conducted from 2009 until 2012, 
summarises the results of this fieldwork. It begins with situating the context of the appropriation. 
The context of the appropriation is situated in the development of the BCP environment. The 
second part deals with the way in which the local residents have appropriated the outdoor space of 
the Megamas area and the way this appropriation has influenced the domination of commercial-
oriented interest of the BCP. The response of the private sector to these local appropriations is 
observed afterward. This will be followed by an investigation into how the said spontaneous 
appropriation can offer a new alternative developmental paradigm to the existing agenda of public 
space of Manado.  
 
Situating the Context  
 
The construction of the BCP spans along the 3.2 kilometers on the reclaimed lands of the coastal 
Manado [fig. 1]. As a mean for meeting the ambition of the local government to have a prestigious 
symbol of Manado’s economic progress, a consortium of developers engaged themselves in the 
design-making processes and the construction of the BCP. The results were three shopping malls, 
several modern shop-house blocks, hotel and cafes, which are concentrated in this area. Those 
facilities introduce a new typology of built environment to urban Manado. Within a relatively short 
period, the BCP successfully transforms the coastal landscape of Manado into a modern pulsating 
urban center, marked by the dominant activities of its shopping mall environment. 
 
Apart from the commercial activities pre-planned by the BCP, the communities of (ex-) fishermen 
who live at the nearby neighborhoods have also actively played a significant role in the current 
dynamics of space and activities in the BCP area. Prior to the land clearance for the reclamation of 
the BCP, several neighborhoods of fishermen were relocated to other areas; while some other (ex-) 
fisherman neighborhoods across the area of the project remain existent until today. The increasing 
mobility of capital, new lifestyle pattern and commercial urban character spread by the BCP also 
influence these remaining neighborhoods and the living patterns of their residents. This makes the 
adjustment from traditional communal living pattern into the urban individual one and the change 
  
of occupation of these nearby ex-fishermen neighborhoods inevitable. Through their acts of 
adaptation, these (ex-)fishermen  shape the space of the BCP area.     
 
While the BCP marks its success in reawakening the vibrant urban life of Manado, suspended 
constructions of the sites take place in some parcels of the BCP area due in part to the speculative 
business strategy of their developers. In order to gain higher land profits, some developers plan their 
constructions in several phases; while others have postponed their constructions for an undetermine 
time. It has been a common strategy for the developers to purchase and claim lands but postpone its 
constructions in order to earn a better profit in the future.1 As a result of the speculative calculation 
of the developers, vacant spaces come into existence in the BCP area, in which the biggest vacant 
area is located in the Megamas area [fig.1]. Partly because of the absence of official uses, the 
vacancy of this site invites everyone to appropriate it. The three consecutive years of observations 
witness a gradual addition of different users appropriating the space with different agendas. 
 
[fig. 1] Left to right: The location of the BCP in Manado, the Megamas area in the BCP area, the images of the Megamas area-
top to bottom: the series of shop-houses and shopping malls in Megamas, the vacant spaces in the Megamas. Source: images 
by Magali (2008) and Cynthia Susilo (2012); maps by Cynthia Susilo and Azadeh Badiee (2013). 
 
Contested Users and Temporary Uses  
The nearby residents and the informal economic Agenda 
The majority of the former fishermen from the nearby neighborhoods across the BCP area are seen 
as the pioneer of the spontaneous appropriation in the outdoor space of Megamas since its presence. 
As the members of the kampong2 neighborhoods, they used to live in close traditional communal                                                         
1 Abdoumaliq SIMONE, City Life from Jakarta to Dakar. (Abingdon: Routledge, 2010), 169.  
2 Kampong is a traditional residential segment characterized by its major substandard living space and the 
communal ties of its members. The unity of this community is tied by traditional daily customs of living 
  
way of life, where the boundary between private space and public space is blurry. Appropriating 
public space of kampong neighborhoods for both individual and communal loose activities is a 
common nature in this community. Due in part to this regular kampong lifestyle, their appropriation 
to the vacant space of the Megamas takes degree of looseness similar to the one taking place in the 
open space of the kampong.  
 
The ‘modernisation’ and the consummerist lifestyle of the shopping malls of the BCP have also 
influenced the preference of these community to the indoor environment offered by these shopping 
malls. As members of kampong have shown a high flexibility in accommodating any fluctuating 
cultural influence and physical changes in their environment,3 they manage to also appropriate the 
indoor environment of the shopping malls in accordance with their local lifestyle.4   Nevertheles, the 
private rules and commercial interest of the shopping malls are still intact. For this reason, the ‘loose’ 
activities of these kampong residents in the open space of kampong cannot be completely 
accomodated in the indoor of shopping malls. 
 
On the other hand, the vacancy of the site from the presence of any regulation is seen as an 
opportunity to house the loose activities which cannot be accomodated by the shopping malls. 
During an intensive observation of the site in 2009, it was obvious that it was the kampong residents 
who dominated the uses of this site. Two old men arranged their relaxation benches for taking a nap 
while five toddlers played together not far away from them. At the right side of these children were 
the mothers gossiping and preparing raw foods in their casual daily pajama and slippers. Few meters 
away from them, some middle-aged men were overcrowding a spot for cock fight while one of them 
organized the gamble for this game. Apart from those activities, several groups of children, 
teenagers and young to middle-aged men were occupying the other spots to play football games or 
badminton. Most of those activities commonly take place in the alleys of their urban kampong. As 
Patrick Guinness describes the kampong residents as the pioneering creators of their own worlds,5 it 
is apparent that these kampong residents from across the BCP are creating an extension of their 
own world in the vacant space of the Megamas [fig.2]. 
                                                                                                                                                                             
together, sharing both physical and social space. The ambiguous division of public and private space is one of 
its main spatial characters.    
3 Patrick GUINNESS, Kampung, Islam and State in Urban Java. (Singapore: NUS Press, 2009), 245. 
4 Cynthia SUSILO and Bruno DeMEULDER, The Predominance of Local Spatial Meaning in The Boulevard 
Commercial Project of Manado – Indonesia. (submitted paper to IJURR, 2013).  
5 GUINNESS 240. 
  
 
[fig. 2] Loose activities of the kampong residents in the southern vacant space of the Megamas. Source: Lore Verrecht (2010) 
The Visitors and the proximity to the commercial facilities 
Apart from the nearby residents who appropriated this major vacant space area, a slightly numbers 
of visitors from different parts of Manado were present along the vacant space of Megamas. 
However, a significant incremental number of these visitors only began to occur in the mid 2010 
onwards; following the increasing number of the occupations of the shop-houses and the partial 
opening of the MTC, the second mall in the Megamas area. The BCP area becomes the major 
destination of peoples and public transport networks; and the role of the BCP area is expanded. It 
becomes not only a major shopping destination; it also serves as an important transit place and 
recreational destinations.   
 
According to the finding  through questionnaires, and confirmed by a local media Tribun Manado in 
its July 27, 2011 coverage, taking a break from the routine work activities by enjoying natural scenery 
of the sea view is the dominant motivation of these visitors. The visitors from the adjacent shopping 
malls and office workers who stop by for small breaks before returning home are the majority of the 
visitors in this vacant space. It is apparent through the presence of students and public officers in 
their uniforms and adults carrying office briefcases among those who wear rather glamorous clothes 
and the nearby residents in their casual daily clothes. The residents of the nearby neighborhoods 
and the other visitors begin to share the temporary appropriation of the outdoor vacant space of the 
Megamas. 
 
Among the wide outdoor space of the Megamas, the vacant space and the reclamation rocks at the 
northern area of the backside of the Mega Mall are the favourite location of these visitors. The ‘Batu-
Batu’ area is the local popular name given to this area. Intensive observations conducted in 2011 
confirm the special report of the Manado Post in that year about the popularity of this area:  
  
“Who does not know the ’batu-batu’ today?  It has been a popular spot of our city since the 
opening of the Boulevard area. Both elderly and youth favor a time of enjoyment on top of 
this ‘batu-batu’”6. 
 
Despite all this, the shopping malls which are located at the walking distance to the ‘batu-batu’ area 
heighten the popularity of this area and shape its public realms. Having choices of moving in and out 
in different places located next to each other apparently creates an additional value to this outdoor 
area. An interview with Jean, a local university student, represents the dominant opinion of many 
visitors of this area: 
 ”I like to come here because it is close to the shopping mall. I can enjoy the nature and its 
calm atmosphere directly; but if I want to feel a vibrant atmosphere, I can also easily jump 
to the shopping malls, coming and going easily.” 
Meanwhile, more visitors are attracted to visit the shopping malls of Megamas due in part to the 
natural scenery of their outdoors. Both the shopping malls and the open space environment stand in 
a mutualistic relationship in which the presence of one bolsters the value of attraction of the other. 
 
In the ordinary weekdays, the scene of the outdoor vacant spaces of Megamas presents different 
users and different uses in different times. The residents of the nearby neighbourhoods occupy the 
space in the morning for recreation.7  The other visitors dominate the space in the late afternoon 
until evening. Meanwhile, many activities take place along the reclamation rocks and the other 
vacant space of Megamas. Individuals, couples, families and groups appropriate the area of 
reclamation rocks as a place from which to observe the sunset scenery. Some visitors take 
photographs, fish or only sit around and chat while other irregular activities, such as painting or 
conducting group discussion are taking place [fig. 3].  
 
[fig. 3] Activities on the ‘batu-batu’ reclamation rocks. Source:Manado Post, 31 July 2011. 
 
                                                         6 Harian Manado Post, 31 July 2011.  
7 Due in part of their self-employment or flexible occupations, an official working hours and place are not 
applied to their everyday life. The space of the kampong and its adjacent neighbors become the place of their 
everyday activities.  
  
As far as people adapt their life to their environment, space and its appropriation also evolve in the 
dynamics of impermanency.8 It has also been the case in the evolution of the outdoor vacant space 
of the Megamas after its number of visitor increases. Guinness portrays the members of kampong 
communities as having distinctive instinct to create survival strategies of life aligned with the nature 
of their informal culture.9 Since many of the nearby residents who appropriate the outdoor space of 
the Megamas are the members of the low-income kampong communities, their intuition to observe 
additional economic opportunities is constantly developed. Therefore, these residents regard the 
increasing number of visitors and the popularity of this outdoor area as a new space of opportunity; 
and in so doing, they divert from their previous view of this space as the space of recreational 
activities. Many of them begin appropriating this outdoor vacant space for various informal 
economic activities, such as opening temporary food stalls or selling some products along the 
reclamation rocks as pedagang kaki lima (PKL)10 while others in a smaller number are still using this 
area for recreational activities as usual. For the majority of the nearby residents who appropriate this 
area, the outdoor vacant space of the Megamas has evolved from the extension of their kampong 
recreational space into a space of their economic activities.   The vibrant urban activity finds its 
expression in the appropriation of the outdoor vacant space of the Megamas thanks to the presence 
of these informal vendors and the visitors. 
The developer’s response and the profit oriented agenda 
The management of the Megamas area, the Megasurya Nusa Lestari (MNL),11 owns the biggest area 
in the BCP. Partly because of their ambitious speculative calculation to earn higher profit on their 
land value, only 25% of the total area of the Megamas is physically developed. Keeping the rest of 
the area vacant for a better long-investment value is considered as a smarter business strategy, 
according to their calculation.12 However, the image of vacant space poses a risk as it could be 
interpreted as being abandoned. This image can invite undesirable occupation by the informalities 
and squatters because it has the possibility to trigger a decrease in its land value. Aware of this 
possible risk, maintaining the possible supportive temporary uses in the outdoor space of the 
Megamas is chosen as a short-term solution.   
 
The advent of temporary uses in a vacant space signs a time of ‘watching stage’ for observing an 
emerging potential alternative uses.13 The interest of the MNL in observing the evolving temporary 
uses in Megamas reflects this ‘watching stage’ attempt. Meanwhile, making profits has always been 
the prior orientation of the MNL as a private business actor. Aligned with this orientation, therefore, 
                                                        
8 Peter BISHOP and Lesley WILLIAMS, The Temporary City. (Abingdon: Routledge, 2012), 11-19. 
9 GUINNESS 67. 
10 Pedagang kaki lima (PKL) is the particular term for informal street vendor in Indonesia. 
11 The acronym of MNL will be used in the rest of this paper when referring to the management of the 
Megamas area. 
12 The information was provided by Kilisan, the marketing manager of the MNL, in an interview in April 2012. 
13 Lauren ANDRES, “Differential Spaces, Power Hierarchy and Collaborative Planning: A Critique of the Role of 
Temporary Uses in Shaping and Making Places”, Urban Studies, 50(4) (2013): 795-775; Philipp MISSELWITZ, 
Philipp OSWALT and Klaus OVERMEYER, Urban Development without Urban Planning - A Planner's 
Nightmare or the Promised Land?, Urban Pioneers: Temporary Use and Urban Development in Berlin, ed. 
Klaus OVERMEYER. (Berlin: Jovis, 2007), 102-109. 
  
maintaining supportive activities which able to enhance the value and the popularity of their project 
in a less maintenance cost remains as their prior agenda in observing these temporary uses.14  
 
Peter Bishop and Lesley Williams argue that only through a right choice of maintaining 
advantageous temporary uses, a positive ‘sense of place’ could grow in a vacant space.15 In line with 
this argument, the MNL is interested in maintaining the potential of the youth’s activities and the 
intermingling activities of the nearby residents in providing food services for these youths as the 
customers.  Although the activities of these youths in this outdoor area do not deliver a direct 
commercial profit, their dynamic movement and their wide networks are seen as potentials in 
disseminating the popularity and the vibrant atmosphere of this outdoor area. In this regard, non-
commercial uses of space initiated by the youths just as in the Megamas are seen as a potential to 
attract prospective commercial investments in the future.16 
 
Meanwhile, three considerations have motivated the MNL to keep the informal food vendor activity 
of the nearby residents in the Megamas area. The first consideration has to do with a mutualistic 
relationship that has been developed by the food vendors and the young visitors. The presence of 
these informal food vendors invites the youths and the other visitors to stay longer to enjoy the 
landscape of this area. Therefore, the MNL regards the presence of these food vendors as a 
supportive activity.  The second consideration has much to do with the negative image about the 
BCP. The BCP have often been portrayed as the culprit for the displacement of many (ex-)fishermen 
in this area since the beginning of the project.  Giving space to the nearby communities and the (ex-
)fishermen to maintain their economic activities will foster a better communication between the 
BCP and the nearby communities. It helps to ameliorate the negative image of the BCP. As part of 
this consideration, the MNL also gives a special spot to a group of the former fishermen to run a 
restaurant in this outdoor area. The last consideration has to do with the contribution of these 
informal food vendor activities to give inspiration to the MNL to acknowledge the potential use of 
this area for a more open and recreational activities.  
 
However, allowing temporary uses of a vacant site runs the risk of a potential conflict in the future, 
when the legal owner of the vacant space wants to repossess the space for other uses. As is 
confirmed by Peter Bishop and Lesley Williams, the moment of taking back a vacant site from its 
temporary users is critical. It can overturn the position of the owner from a local hero into a public 
enemy, especially if the temporary users obtain a political support from a wider public.17 To 
anticipate this circumstance, the MNL has prepared a paperwork that has to be signed in advance by 
these informal vendors. As this paperwork has it, these informal vendors agree to leave the site 
without compensation when the management asks their site back.  By requesting the informal 
vendors to sign this agreement, the MNL secures its rights to the management of its area, and the 
paperwork provides them with a tool for controlling the overgrowing informal economic activities in 
this area.                                                           
14 The information was provided by Kilisan, the marketing manager of the MNL, in an interview in April 2012. 
15 BISHOP and WILLIAMS 40. 
16 The information was confirmed by Kilisan, the marketing manager of the MNL, in an interview in April 2012. 
17 BISHOP and WILLIAMS 38-39. 
  
 
To sum up, both residents, the visitors and the management of the Mega Mall have actively 
engaged in the temporary uses of the outdoor vacant space of Megamas. Each comes with its own 
interests and agenda. Though the main interest is an economic one of the management of the 
Megamas, recreational interests of the visitors and informal economic interests of the nearby 
residents come into play in the course of time. These different agenda and interests have different 
contributions to the dynamics of this vacant outdoor space. 
 
Place-Making Involvement 
 
The activities in the Megamas today are concentrated in the northern vacant space and the southern 
vacant space. The Megamall building marks the boundary of this division. The southern area is the 
area where various semi-permanent food stalls and informal food vendors are concentrated. 
Meanwhile, various mid-priced culinary businesses have been occupying some parts of the northern 
area for semi-open space restaurants since the end of 2010; existing together with the cheap 
temporary food stalls in the southern area. The MNL gives these investors a short term contract of 
one up to three years for using the northern area, after witnessing the success of spontaneous 
temporary recreational and culinary activities of the visitors and the nearby residents.18 It confirms 
Lauren Andres’ argument that a simplest means of successful appropriation of temporary uses can 
take an indefinite transformation towards a more permanent uses (Andres, 2013).  It is the nearby 
residents, the visitors and the informal food vendors that play as ‘place-shaping users’ by 
spontaneously appropriating the space; while the MNL plays a role as the ‘place-making decision 
maker’.19 
 
As a ‘place-making decision maker’, the MNL adopts and expands the space that has been shaped 
by the temporary users in Megamas into physical facilities.  For the MNL, maintaining and providing 
facilities for the existing supportive activities are considerably significant as giving facilities for some 
profitable activities. Creating temporary facilities for additional sports and recreational activities, 
such as soccer fields, car racing field, basketball field and a simple open-air stage in the northern 
part of the outdoor vacant space of Megamas beside the aforementioned culinary places is the place 
making response of the MNL. All of these facilities encourage the subsequent growing number of 
users and public activities in this vacant space. 
Events and place-making transformation 
Despite the accessibility and availability of physical facilities, an event and its abundant activities 
exhibit a capacity in transforming an ordinary space into a place. Creating events is a part of the 
agenda of the MNL to bolster the popularity of the Megamas area.  If the front open space of the 
                                                        
18 This short-term contract is intentionally offered to keep the area in a flexible term. It is part of the strategy 
of the MNL’s management to observe a better value on their area to be sold. (Kilisan, April 2011).  
19 ANDRES 771. She uses these two terms to explain the contribution of the spontaneous users and the private 
sectors in the transformation of the temporary uses in a vacant space. 
  
two shopping malls of the Megamas20 has often been used for the outdoor events of the malls, the 
similar uses is now expanded so as to include the outdoor area at the backside of these shopping 
malls, responding to the increasing number of visitors to the outdoor vacant space behind these 
shopping malls. The smaller events, such as singing competition, musical events and bazaar 
activities are held at the backside of the vacant space of the Megamall. To follow the success of 
these smaller events, the MNL begins to organise the city-scale events by synchronising their 
initiative events with various city events. The opening of the Manado’s anniversary parade has been 
starting from this outdoor area since 2010. Various city-scale competitions, such as marching band 
competition and dancing competition, have been organized there since the same year, so have been 
the parade of the anniversary of the Naval Army and many other city events [fig.4].  
 
[fig. 4] Events organized by the MNL to bolster the popularity of the Megamas.. Top to bottom: marching band competition, 
the parade of the Naval Army, the parade of Manado anniversary, the opening of dance competition. Source: images by PT. 
Megasurya Nusa Lestari (2010), map by Cynthia Susilo (2013). 
 
The accumulation of the aforementioned regular events is effectively enlarging the familiarity and 
the attention of the public to the outdoor space of Megamas. However, an extraordinary event is 
needed to establish a strong memory about this area. What the MNL did in this regard was to create 
an extraordinary event and establishing a physical landmark. They organized an inauguration of the                                                         
20 The Megamall and the new MTC are two shopping malls existing in the Megamas area. Even though the 
managements of these two shopping malls are run by two different companies, both are the subsidiaries of 
the MNL. 
  
biggest Christmas tree at the northern vacant space of the Megamas during the 2010 Christmas 
event. It was the first official city’s Christmas event of Manado, which was organized outside the 
mayoral civic square. The city’s mayor and the governor led the inauguration. The National Museum 
of Records recorded the tree as the biggest Christmas tree in Indonesia, and all local media reported 
this event proudly.  
 
The presence of a landmark emphasizes the identity and the public recognition of an area.21 In the 
case of the Megamas, the popularity of its open space is emphasized by the presence of the 
Christmas tree. Today, the Manadonese recognize it as the ‘Pohon Kasih’ (‘The Tree of Love’); it 
becomes an important landmark of the current Manado. Its location, that is, in the middle of this 
vacant site, becomes the official central place of the city’s Christmas events afterwards. It steals the 
role of the Tikala square and its Christmas tree, which was the central place for official Christmas 
events before the presence of the Pohon Kasih.  This has contributed to the construction of a new 
urban symbol, which gives a meaning of place to this vacant space [fig.5]. The popularity of the 
Megamas’ open space as a public place was significantly enhanced after this event. More events, be 
they organized by MNL or by other organizers, take place here and more ordinary visitors come to 
experience the area 
 
[fig. 5] The Pohon Kasih in Megamas is the new landmark in Manado. Source: images by PT. Megasurya Nusa Lestari (2010), 
map by Cynthia Susilo (2013). 
Moving towards a gentrification: the fragmentation in place 
Apart from the success of the MNL in enhancing the popularity of the Megamas area, their place-
making response has led to a gentrification to take place in this vacant space. This phenomenon 
shares a common tendency with many other cases with regard to the response of private sectors to 
the temporary uses in vacant space.22 The two international franchise restaurants, the KFC and the 
McDonalds, are present among the mid-priced restaurants in the northern part of the Megamas, 
standing out in their glamorous and attractive architectures full of bright colors and colorful 
lightings. Through their physical images, their presence underscores the transformation of this area 
into a gentrification.                                                          
21 Kevin LYNCH, The Image of The City. (Cambridge: MIT Press, 1960), 48. 
22 BISHOP and WILLIAMS 37-47; Philipp OSWALT, Klaus OVERMEYER and Philipp MISSELWITZ, Urban 
Catalyst The Power of Temporary Use. (Berlin: Dom Publishers, 2013), 13-15, 286-287, 323-335. 
 
  
 
The observations conducted in this area in 2011 witnessed the major interests of the middle and 
upper class youth groups, individuals and families [or those who pretend to be identified as 
members of these classes]. Since symbols of lifestyle have a significant influence in developing 
consumeristic attitude of Manadonese today, these consumeristic symbols have also influenced the 
way they appropriate and consume their urban space. Particularly with regard to the presence of the 
KFC and McDonalds restaurants in Megamas, these restaurants are perceived as delivering a new 
‘predominant codification’23; a codification of symbol of middle class’ space. It is confirmed by the 
dominant presence of youths with their fancy cars both individually and in groups in the area of 
these restaurants every weekend evening. Some cars are parked along the reclamation rocks across 
the restaurants; others are continuously marching around and making a small parade. The 
combination of fancy cars, the glamorous appearances of these franchise restaurants, and the 
parades mirrors an intentional display of social status. It reflects the predominant character of 
Manadonese, which Peter Nas describes as enjoying to show-off [their social status] and themselves 
in public (Nas, 1995: 62).24      
 
The atmosphere of these restaurants and the shopping malls of the BCP share the same supporters 
and the same status as a symbol of space for a particular lifestyle. The explanations given by a group 
of university students and the visitors of this restaurant area on their motivations to appropriate this 
area in the weekend reflect the motivations of the majority of visitors. Their explanation confirms 
the correlation and the alignment between this outdoor space and the indoor environment of the 
shopping malls of the BCP. This northern area is the substitute and the alternative space for the 
indoor shopping malls of the BCP, especially after the late evening time:     
“In weekend evening, we like to hang out in the Mantos Mall.25 However, it is closed at 
22pm. Therefore; we prefer to move to the open space of the Megamas because we like to 
stay outside until early morning during the weekend. The northern area of Megamas, 
especially the area surrounding the McDonalds, is the best spot. We meet other groups, get 
along with new friends, and get the latest update about the new trends of fashions and 
cars through the people we see. It is also possible for us to just stay alone along the 
reclamation rocks and enjoy the scenery or only eat and go. Sometimes we also rent 
bicycles or rickshaws to ride along the coastline. It is the most favorite place in town 
today.”26 
 
While the presence of the glamorous physical form of these restaurants energizes the activities in 
the northern area, it also triggers a contrast with the physical image of the southern area, where the 
temporary stalls of the informal food vendors are located. The presence of contrast among different 
built forms has capacity to deliver different significations of place along with its different activities                                                         
23 BISHOP and WILLIAMS 88. La Varra [quoted by Bishop and Williams] attributes one of the three 
characteristics of the Post-It City, that is, it has no ‘predominant codification’.   
24 Peter J.M. NAS, Miniature of Manado: Images of a Peripheral Settlement, Minahasa Past and Present; 
Tradition and Transition in an Outer Island Region of Indonesia, ed. Reimar SCHEFOLD. (Leiden: Research 
School CNWS, 1995), 58-71. 
25 The Mantos Mall is one of the shopping malls in the BCP area. 
26 A group of university students, in an interview with the author in April 2012.  
  
and users.27 A more humble, traditional and dimmer atmosphere dominates the southern part of 
Megamas. Before the gentrification takes place in this area, office workers from the nearby shop-
houses, other visitors and the nearby residents mingled together in the northern and southern areas. 
Today, due in part of the presence of cheaper culinary facilities, the lower-income visitors is more 
attracted to appropriate this southern area than the northern area.  
 
As is the case with the northern area, a wide range of different visitors also comes to this southern 
area, ranging from office workers, shopping malls’ visitors, visitors of the karaoke places and visitors 
from other towns and villages. However, the fragmentation of space between the northern and the 
southern areas is more apparent in the weekend evening until midnight by the presence of different 
vehicles that dominate these two areas. The northern area is full with cars, whereas this southern 
area is full with the motorcycles. Just as there is car parade in the northern area, there is a parade of 
motorcycles in the southern area. The motorcycles symbolize the lower-income earners’ identity; 
while the cars display the symbol of the higher-income earners’ identity. Vehicles of these two 
groups act as identity signifiers to the groups28 and exacerbate the fragmentation of space created 
by the contrast of the restaurant area and the cheap eating-stall area [fig. 6].  
 
[fig. 6] The fragmentation of space between the northern area and the southern area; emphasized by the built environments 
and vehicles. Source: Cynthia Susilo (2012). 
                                                         
27 Kim DOVEY, Framing Places: Mediating Power in Built Form (London, Routledge, 1999), 43-45, 50, 157-160. 
28 The Manadonese identify the visitors of the northern area as ‘the car boys’ and the visitors of the southern 
area as ‘the motorcycle boys’. 
  
Condition after the Gentrification 
Time partitions of temporal space 
Time partition allows [vacant] space to be shared by different publics and different appropriations.29 
Beyond the gentrification and the fragmentation which exist and are more obvious in the weekend 
evening in the outdoor area of Megamas, different users and different activities coexist in this area 
through different time. The observations in 2012 witnessed the changing users and uses taking place 
in this area in weekend mornings and in the workdays apart from the weekend evenings.  
 
The observations in the weekend mornings witnessed a more fluid and intermingling relationships 
among visitors from various backgrounds. However, a more homogeneous activity, i.e. the sport 
activities, predominate the uses of this outdoor area. Families, teenagers, youths, adults and the 
elderly from various social backgrounds and from the entire parts of Manado mingled with the 
nearby residents. They conducted individual spontaneous sport activities or to be in part of the 
existing organized sport activities. Bicycling, jogging, playing basketball, and riding rental horse-
wagon and rickshaws, or only enjoying the scenery, are parts of these various spontaneous sport 
activities. Inspired by the presence of these spontaneous sport activities, one local newspaper 
organizes an open space aerobic activity for public every Saturday morning. Located in between the 
McDonalds restaurants and the natural scenery of the sea, this organized activity attracts many 
attendants. Apart from this predominant sport activity, the looseness of this vacant space in terms 
of physical designs and uses and the wideness of its area allow the co-presence of other activities. A 
group of fishermen occupies a spot at the northern area of the McDonalds to sell their fishing 
catchment and a group of students appropriates the space near to the basketball fields for raising 
social donations. These are the evidence that these other different uses and users are still possible to 
be present [fig.7].  
                                                        
29 Karen. A. FRANCK and Quentin STEVENS, Tying Down Loose Space, Loose Space: Possibility and Diversity 
in Urban Life, eds. Karen. A. FRANCK and Quentin STEVENS (Abingdon: Routledge, 2006), 1-33.  
  
 
[fig. 7] Activities in the northern vacant space of the Megamas in Saturday morning. Source: Cynthia Susilo (2012, 2013). 
 
Temporal shared space provides different groups with access to appropriating a particular place in 
different times.30 Adding to the fact that visitors from different parts of Manado dominate the 
outdoor area of Megamas both in the weekend mornings and the weekend evenings, the 
observations from 2011 onwards witnessed   the dominant presence of the residents from the 
nearby neighborhoods and the workers from the BCP during the workdays. The dominant visitors 
and the stronger gentrified atmosphere in the weekend limited the comfort space of these nearby 
residents to do their loose activities that they used to do when this vacant space was more deserted 
than today.31 When the area is rather calm and empty from visitors, such as in weekday mornings, 
these nearby residents begin to appropriate this space with their individual loose and relaxation 
activities, just as what they did in the previous time.  
 
The activities of these nearby residents are becoming more public and interactive in the afternoon 
time from 3 p.m. onwards. The food vendors prepare their stalls, and teenagers and youths from the 
nearby appropriate the wider empty spot for football field. Groups of student from the nearby junior 
school often occupy the temporary stage at the northern area for dancing rehearsals. In some 
afternoons, some schoolteacher of the nearby elementary schools organize sport course for their 
students in the area next to the aforementioned temporary stage; and parts of this outdoor space 
are transformed into the school’s sport field. After the working time, male workers from offices of 
the BCP shop-houses join to this space and appropriate this space for football game with the nearby 
residents. Some others play basketball game at the basketball field next to the temporary stage. 
Many nearby residents come afterwards to watch some of those activities or only to enjoy the 
sunset along the reclamation rocks, whereas additional visitors begin to join in this location after 5 
p.m [fig. 8].                                                          
30 FRANCK and STEVENS 1-33 
31 See section of Contested Users and Temporary Uses 
  
 
[fig. 8] The weekday ordinary activities of the nearby residents in the outdoor space of Megamas . Source: Cynthia Susilo (2013). 
 
The dimension of time embedded in the outdoor vacant space of Megamas fosters a room for 
flexibility while keeping the accessibility to this vacant space intact. Although gentrification begins 
to intrude the area through the scheme of business interest, the time partition mechanism 
maintains the temporary uses to take place such that various users can appropriate this space. 
Supported by the absence of determined uses and physical construction in several parts of the 
Megamas, the outdoor space of Megamas remains accessible to a wider range of users. 
The spontaneous local appropriation expanded 
Although the gentrification intrudes the Megamas area through the commercial facilities and 
marketing strategy prepared by the MNL, these facilities and strategy also enhance the popularity 
of this area. Through the accumulation of organized public events, especially after the extraordinary 
event of the inauguration of the Pohon Kasih, the Megamas becomes the most popular outdoor 
place for public events in Manado. Unlike in the previous time when the MNL was the main 
organizer of those events, the recent public events are mostly organized by spontaneous initiative of 
several communities, city authorities or other external organizers; and all involve a large number of 
visitors. Among these events are the mass gatherings and political campaigns of the Democratic 
Party, several big religious celebrations, such as the Easter procession and the 150th anniversary of 
the Catholic Archdiocese of Manado, the anniversary celebrations of the naval army and the air-
force army, the parade of the anniversary of Manado, the parade of the National Day, and - most 
recently - is the big Eid celebration of the 2013 [fig. 9]. 
  
 
[fig. 9] Various events in the outdoor space of Megamas . Top to bottom: the anniversary of the air-force army, the mass 
gathering of the Democratic Party, the Eid celebration of the 2013, and the 150th anniversary of the Catholic Archdiocese. 
Source: Manado Post (2011), Manadopost (2013) and PT. Megasurya Nusalestari (2012). 
The influence to the indoor space of the shopping malls 
The recognition of the outdoor space of Megamas as the most popular outdoor ‘public place’ 
inevitably influences the strategy of the local business actors towards the outdoor atmosphere of 
this area. This recent popularity increases the occupation of the adjacent shop-house area, an 
increase by 25% within one year after the inauguration at the Christmas event of the 2010.32 The 
business trend in this adjacent shop-house area experiences a diversion from its previous trend. 
Previously, many shop-houses were used as individual stores and offices. Today, entertainment, 
recreation and leisure facilities become the most favorable business. As some recent owners of 
several business at the Megamas witness it: “We initially planned to use our unit to run a fashion store, 
but now we see it that karaoke business will be more profitable here”, or “We think setting up an 
                                                        
32 Ms. Kilisan, the marketing manager of the MNL, in an interview with the author in April 2011. 
  
outdoor café will be more profitable; therefore, we renovate our shop-house so as to fit it”.33 Today, 
new karaoke businesses, massages and relaxation services, restaurants, pubs and cafes 
predominates these newly occupied shop-houses.  
 
Apart from its influence on the new business trend in the adjacent shop-houses area, these growing 
outdoor activities also divert the business expansion of the managements of several shopping malls 
at the BCP area from indoor-development priority to an outdoor one. Both the Megamall and the 
MTC in the Megamas area renovate the backsides of their shopping malls so as to provide a wider 
opening to the outdoor and to create additional spaces for new semi-outdoor cafe areas. The 
Mantos Mall, which belongs to the competitor of the MNL, takes the similar action, as its manager 
conveys it: “We want to have a connection with the nature and the public. Therefore, we renovate our 
backside façade so as to give space for several outdoor cafés. Next year, we will transform our backside 
parking area for public space”34    It is apparent that the public activities in Megamas, which previously 
were generated by a temporary appropriation of a vacant space, manage to divert the scenario of 
the private business actors in the BCP from favorizing the construction of built forms as the source 
of capital profit into observing the provision of public space as a new way to bolster their profit. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Within the compressed and massive development taking place in the BCP, appropriation and re-
appropriation constantly transform the space dynamics both of the outdoor and indoor areas of the 
project. These dynamics have transformed the vacant space of the Megamas from an ordinary 
vacant space into a breathing space for the internal BCP area and for the city. The availability of its 
physical vacant space and its direct connection to both the vibrant shopping malls facilities and the 
visual landscape asset has contributed to attracting temporary uses and public activities. The 
residents of the nearby kampong with their individual and communal needs, the wider visitors from 
inside and outside Manado area with their recreational needs, and the private business actors with 
their profit orientation needs share the same place both in the parallel and divided time of 
appropriation.  
 
Before this vibrant appropriation takes place,  constructing built forms has been a favorable and 
preferable strategy to gain capital profit. However,the successful spontaneous appropriation of the 
outdoor vacant space of Megamas has diverted the interest of its private owner.    Due in part to the 
obvious impact of the presence of spontaneous temporary uses in supporting the economic value 
and the popularity of this area; many private actors of the BCP turns their interest towards scenario 
of providing outdoor ‘public space’. As is the case of the outdoor space of the Megamas area, 
adopting  the supportive temporary uses and combining them with suitable profitable facilities 
deliver a wider popularity and a larger capital profit for this area. The further extension of the 
shopping malls towards an open space restaurants and the change of plan of the developers from 
constructing the entire area for shop-houses into providing indetermined open public space 
environment indicate the emergence of this new orientation.                                                          
33 Two business owners in the shop-houses area of the Megamas, in an interview with the author in April 2011.  
34 Susilo, the manager of the Mantos Mall, in an interview with the author in May 2011. 
  
 
Apart from the success of the outdoor area of Megamas in everyday public activities and in 
attracting visitors through events, the intervention of the private sector as a place-making decision 
maker inevitably  generates gentrifying influence on the looseness quality of this outdoor area. 
Through this gentrification, the image of the glamorous restaurants and their symbolic lifestyle  
constitute  a capacity to exclude the unfavorable groups. The fragmentation of space which takes 
place in the weekend evenings shows the side effect of the intervention of this place-making action. 
However, the accessibility and the freedom to appropriate remain embedded in this outdoor space 
because of the more dominant physical looseness of this outdoor space one the one hand and the 
absence of the aesthetical and behavioural control on the other hand. Above all, the constant 
recognition of the users itself is the key to the presence of constant appropriation that takes place in 
this vacant space. Without the recognition of its prospective users of the inherent openness 
character of this site, the physical availability of this vacant space, the available accessibility and the 
available freedom to occupy are not sufficient to bring public life and various uses to this space. It is 
through this recognition that the various public activities and the various temporary users remain 
presence through the mediation of time partition. This recognition and constant appropriation 
enable both the outdoor and the indoor spaces of the BCP area to constantly influence each other in 
dynamics relationships.  
 
The evolution of this outdoor vacant space through time shows the contestation and collaboration 
among different actors with different needs and agendas. It provides a new precedence that can 
influence the scenario of the future public space of Manado. The Megamas combines between the 
availability of a physical vacant space and the presence of commercial facilities with a wide 
accessibility to appropriate the space. It can serve as a case example for a better city’s planning to 
bridge between the private sector’s demand on profitable space and the needs of the city for a 
physical public space. 
 
 
